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This section of the newsletter is a highlight of what LDAO includes in their “hot items” category on the LDAO website.  Check out www.ldao.ca for more interesting articles and tools.

New toolkit for meaningful parent involvement in schools
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People for Education has released a new toolkit with practical tips for principals, teachers and parents to help encourage the kinds of parent involvement that has been proven to help students succeed in school. For example, one of the tips is focused on how to help parents talk to their children about school. Talking to kids about school is one of the four most important things parents can do. But it’s not always easy. The tip: Teachers can assign homework that requires students to interview their parents. The result: Parents and kids talking about school!

The parent tip sheets are available in English, French, Chinese, Punjabi, Spanish and Tamil, and the toolkit is available in French and English. www.peopleforeducation.ca/how-does-education-work/training-and-resources/helping-children-succeed-the-parent-engagement-toolkit/
Accommodating Students with LDs in Postsecondary Studies
LDAO’s new position paper addresses the provision of accommodations at the postsecondary level for students with LDs, and effective transitions for these students from secondary to postsecondary institutions.
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Students with learning disabilities (LDs) form the majority of students seeking services from offices for students with disabilities at Ontario colleges and universities. There are increasing numbers of students with LDs who are graduating from high school and continuing on to postsecondary studies. In some cases they have been receiving accommodations in high school and expect to continue these accommodations at postsecondary. Others do not get assessed and diagnosed as having learning disabilities until the postsecondary level, when they encounter a level of complexity that challenges areas of weakness for which they have been able to compensate up to that point.

Accommodations for students with learning disabilities refer to those supports, resources and services, over and above that provided to all other students, which enable students with LDs to fully access and utilize the education system. 

In elementary and secondary education, accommodations may be provided on the basis of a special education identification under the Communication – Learning Disability category and definition, or even informally on the basis of demonstrated special education needs. The primary legislative basis here is the Education Act and its Regulations. The Education Act does not apply to postsecondary studies, but the Ontario Human Rights Code applies to postsecondary institutions, as it does to all providers of goods and services in Ontario. Under Human Rights legislation, discrimination is prohibited on the basis of disability, and the definition of disability includes “a learning disability, or a dysfunction in one or more of the processes involved in understanding or using symbols or spoken language.”

Eligibility for accommodations at postsecondary institutions, under the Ontario Human Rights Code, is based on having a diagnosed disability, not on identification as exceptional in the elementary/secondary school system. The kinds of accommodations that are allowed in postsecondary studies may also be different from what is allowed in elementary/secondary education. Furthermore, the legislated entitlement to accommodations differs since students at the elementary and secondary level have a mandated right to an education under the Education Act, while there is no guaranteed right to an education at college/university. 
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This section of the newsletter is a highlight of what LDAC is including on their website.  Check out www.ldac-acta.ca for more interesting articles and tools.

Supreme Court to hear North Vancouver dad's case on failure to teach dyslexic son to read

NOTE: On June 30, 2011, the Supreme Court of Canada granted Frederick Moore (on behalf of Jeffrey P. Moore) leave to appeal the British Columbia Court of Appeal's decision in Moore v. Her Majesty the Queen in Right of the Province of British Columbia as represented by the Ministry of Education, et al.("Moore").
The Board of Directors of LDAC has advised its legal team to seek leave to intervene in the Moore appeal as soon as possible, under the rules of the Supreme Court of Canada. LDAC will be filing its motion to intervene within 30 days of receiving the Moore's factum, which it anticipates will be filed with the Supreme Court of Canada on or before November 22, 2011.
By Janet Steffenhagen, Vancouver Sun June 30, 2011

The country's highest court has agreed to hear a human rights case challenging the way B.C. public schools treat special-needs students.

The case was launched more than a dozen years ago by Rick Moore, who alleged that the North Vancouver school district discriminated against his dyslexic son when it failed to teach him to read. Jeff was eight years old, in Grade 3 and struggling to learn.

Aware of his severe disability, his teachers referred him to the district's diagnostic centre so he could get special attention, but the district closed the centre for budgetary reasons before Jeff could be enrolled. His father, desperate to get help, pulled his boy out of his neighbourhood school and took him to an independent school with hefty tuition that caters to children with learning disabilities.

Jeff, now 24, learned to read, graduated from high school, attended post-secondary and is employed full-time as a plumber.

In 1997, Rick Moore filed a complaint with the B.C. Human Rights Tribunal, claiming the North Vancouver school district and the B.C. Education Ministry discriminated against his son by not accommodating his disability. The tribunal held public hearings and decided in his favour with a 2005 decision that was considered ground-breaking.

But the ruling was appealed and quashed by the B.C. Supreme Court, which found that Jeff had received service equal to or better than that accorded other learning-disabled children. The B.C. Court of Appeal upheld that ruling last year in a 2-1 decision, but the dissenting views of Justice Anne Rowles gave Moore hope and his lawyer, Frances Kelly, a chance to appeal to the Supreme Court of Canada.

The court's decision Thursday to hear the case put Moore over the moon. "It's fantastic," he said in an interview. "It's such a big deal to me that we are going to finally settle this once and for all."

Moore said his concern was never just about his son because Jeff got the help he needed. "He was one of the lucky ones," he said. "Jeff understands that his ability to succeed is because he got to the right school."

Moore said he was driven to take the case as far as he could because he couldn't accept that the educational services provided to his son should be judged according to what is offered to other learning-disabled students, insisting that public schools should be expected to help all children succeed. Learning-disabled children have IQs similar to typical students.

That view was backed by Justice Rowles, who wrote in her dissenting opinion: "Reading is part of the core curriculum and is essential to learning. The accommodation sought by Jeffrey and other SLD (severely learning disabled) students is not an extra, ancillary service; instead it is the way by which meaningful access to the service can be achieved."

North Vancouver school officials wouldn't comment on the Moore case while it's before the courts, but Julie Parker, director of instruction, said much has changed in schools since 1997. All students are now screened for learning disabilities in kindergarten and interventions are provided for the 15 per cent in need of extra help. "I think North Vancouver is one of the leaders (in special education)," she said in an interview.

The Supreme Court of Canada is expected to consider the Moore case early next year.

Eric Gillis Going for Gold

The Learning Disabilities Association of Wellington County held an information session with Eric Gillis last fall.  Eric is an Olympic runner and at the time of writing this article is in London competing in the 2012 Summer Olympics.


Eric’s discussion had focused on his running career and his approach to trying to qualify for the Olympics but it also addressed his struggles with Dyslexia and learning disabilities. His presentation was very sincere and genuine and there were a number of children in the audience that were able to relate to what Eric was discussing.  We wish Eric the best of luck as he completes.  Race day in London is August 12th and Eric will be competing in the men‘s marathon.  Eric is pictured here at the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront marathon in 2010.

10 Everyday Ways to Keep Your Child Reading While Having Fun

These tips come from www.familyeducation.com

1. Read the book, see the movie - Use your child's love of watching movies over the summer to encourage him to read. For example, your younger child could read (or listen to you read) Rapunzel and then see the movie Tangled, while your older child could read the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series and then check out the films. Explore the concepts of character and plot by discussing who was in the movie — the "good guys" (protagonists) and "not-so-good guys" (antagonists) — and what they did. Talk about how the book and the movie differed. 

2. Have a Book-Themed Celebration- Plan a series of little parties or events with your child throughout the summer that relate to the books she reads. For example, plan an ice cream sundae party to enjoy after she reads Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Go to a local ballet performance after she reads the Angelina Ballerina series. Don't treat reading like a task that needs rewarding, but put a few special nights on the calendar to enhance her reading experiences during summer vacation.


3. Write a Star's Biography - Does your child have a favorite celebrity or sports hero? Help your younger child learn the concept of biographies by researching and writing a short one on his favorite (role model-worthy) singer, athlete, or movie star. With your older child, try a role-playing activity where he is a newspaper reporter and you are the celebrity he has to interview for an article he is writing. He can do the research and provide you with the answers up front.
4. "Read This for Me!" - As adults, we take everyday reading skills for granted, absorbing menus and weather reports without thinking twice. Encourage your child to practice her reading during these casual encounters with words. Ask your little one to identify letters or short words on street signs. Have your older child read cooking instructions or newspaper headlines to you. If you have a vacation planned, encourage her to read maps and travel books related to your trip. Kids love opportunities to model adults, and these "grown-up" to read can expand their vocabulary beyond their school curriculum.
5. Read E-books or Books Online- Kindles, Nooks, and iPads aren't only catching on with adults. Children also love high-tech e-book readers, especially during long trips. On Amazon.com and

BarnesandNoble.com, you can download classic literature for free. Aesop's Fables, The Secret Garden, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, and The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes are just a few examples of free e-books. Find more by searching for "0.00" or "0 00" (the price) on those websites.
6. Be a Pen Pal - Writing letters is becoming a lost art. Children of any age can keep in touch with a relative or friend by writing letters or postcards about their summer adventures. Help your younger child sound out and spell tough words; give older children grammar and spelling edits. The best part of sending fun snail mail will be getting some in return — hopefully! 
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7. Star in a Play - Whether your child joins a theater program this summer or just dabbles in drama at home, reading and attempting to memorize a simple script is a wonderful way to expand his mind and interest in the arts. You can find free plays for children at FreePlays.org. Puppet theater is a fun way to get your younger child to come out of his shell and practice reading aloud.
8. Have Family Mad Libs Nights- Summer is a great time for family game nights, and Mad Libs are a fun grammar activity that anyone ages 9 and up will love "playing." Mad Libs are books full of silly fill-in-the-blank stories that help kids learn adjectives, verbs, nouns, exclamations, and other parts of speech. Modify it for your younger child by simply asking for action words, or a person, place, or thing to complete the tale.
9. Keep a Summer Journal - The summer is full of adventures worth writing about. Buy a notebook for your child to use as a travel journal or everyday diary. If she's computer-savvy or artsy, have her take digital photos and write captions to create an online slideshow of her summer fun. Journaling is a great way to reinforce the five Ws of story-telling, used in school reports. Keep a journal every summer, and she will have a special keepsake — and a great record of how her writing has improved since the previous year.

10. Read Mom's Favorites to Her - Mix up your school-year routine during the summer and have kids read parents a bedtime story. Create a list of your favorite childhood reads and take them out of the library. The list of Caldecott Medal Winners from 1938 to present can refresh your memory with great picture books of the past. Have your child read the stories aloud to you and then discuss whether the book will become one of her favorites and why.

Frequently Asked Questions

Our mission statement - The Learning Disabilities Association of Wellington County is a charitable, nonprofit organization dedicated to improving the lives of children, youth and adults with learning disabilities so that they can reach their full potential. Through outreach, education, advising and advocacy, the Learning Disabilities Association of Wellington County's mandate is to advance the education, employment, social development legal rights and general wellbeing of individuals with learning disabilities.

Part of the process of fulfilling our mandate is to answer questions the public may have about learning disabilities.  We decided it might be helpful to include some of these questions in our newsletters as others may be interested in the responses.  
My child has been diagnosed with a learning disability--what now? 

The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (http://www.ldao.ca) has a number of excellent resources including online courses that parents can take. There are a number of videos introducing learning disabilities and ADHD as well. Our local resources include a collection of video and printed materials.  There are also a list of other resource websites included on our website at www.ldawc.ca.    Our Administrative  Coordinator can provide information via email or phone. The Administrative  Coordinator can be reached at 519-837-2050 or send an email to info@ldawc.ca.  We also host various events over the course of the year that can provide helpful information.   Take a look at the website or the newsletter for a listing of events.  

Tech Talk
Kurzweil Educational Systems Launches Firefly App for iPad

Americas Jul 16, 2012

NATICK, MASS.: Kurzweil Educational Systems®, a division of Cambium Learning Technologies, announced on July 9 the release of the Kurzweil 3000® – firefly app for the iPad.

The Kurzweil 3000 – firefly iPad app provides mobile access to digital content and powerful literacy tools to enable individuals with the cognitive ability, but not the literacy skills, to achieve their academic and personal goals.

Kurzweil 3000 is a text-to-speech based technology solution that enables struggling readers to learn at grade level. Research has shown the program to be particularly appropriate for students with learning disabilities such as dyslexia, those who require reading intervention, students struggling with reading comprehension, and English Language Learners (ELL). 
“We are delighted to be releasing our first mobile app,” said Alex Saltonstall, general manager, Kurzweil Educational Systems and IntelliTools. “Individuals rely on Kurzweil 3000 every day to enable them to succeed at their level of academic interest. Increasingly our customers have access to iPads, and the firefly iPad app will now give them even more access to the content they are reading and the literacy support tools they rely upon. Whether downloaded to a school or personal iPad, we believe our free app will extend learning on this engaging and mobile platform.”

iPad app benefits for students and teachers:

· Mobile access to instructional materials

· Free to Kurzweil 3000 customers, the iPad app is simple to install and use
· Modern and engaging user interface
· Accessible to many students with physical disabilities

The firefly iPad app is free and can be downloaded from the iTunes App Store by searching the education category using “firefly Kurzweil”.

To learn more go to www.kurzweiledu.com/fireflyapp.

Events
2012 ACS Workshops

Kids Ability - October 9, 2012 – Guelph Site – register by Oct. 3/12
9:00-10:00am 
Visual Strategies for Communication 

10:10-11:10am 
Adaptations to Support Shared Reading 

11:20-12:20pm 
Developing and Using Conversation Books
Preregistration is necessary for these sessions. Please call 1-888-372-2259, ext. 1541 or email at

ACSInfo@kidsability.ca. 





     
We have also included a frequently asked question section as we thought others may have similar questions and may be interested in the responses.   If you have any questions please send them by phone or email and we will work to find you some informaiton.   


�Another new addition to the newsletter is “Tech Talk” where we plan to showcase what is happening in the area of technology as it relates to learning disabilities.





We have also included an events section.  Keep a watch for upcoming events that will be happening in the fall and spring.      





We welcome any feedback or comments on the changes to the newsletter.    


� 


�������������������r

















































































































Welcome








Where has the summer gone!  





As the summer is starting to come to a close it is time to start to think about back to school and regular routines.  The article “10 Everyday ways to keep your child reading while having fun” may be a good way to start to get your children back into learning mode and prepared for the return to school.   





This edition of the newsletter includes some interesting articles from both the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontairo (LDAO) as well as the Learning Disabilities Association of Canada (LDAC).  We are trying out a bit of a new format that will include these as regular sections of the newsletter to keep everyone informed of what is happening province and country wide.   
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THANK YOU!!


Dr. Brisson has kindly paid for our postage allowing us to get copies of our brochure to doctors’ offices in the area.


Support like this makes it easier to for us to spread the word. We really appreciate it!�





August 2012��Mailing Address:�233 17A—218 Silvercreek Parkway N.,�Guelph, Ont. N1H 8E8


Phone: �519-837-2050�E-mail: info@ldawc.ca


�We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.ldawc.ca


The Learning Disabilities Association of Wellington County does not endorse, recommend, or make representations with respect to the research, services, programs, medications, products, or treatments referenced in this newsletter.  The material provided in this newsletter is designed for educational and informational purposes only.
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IEP 101 Online Workshop for Parents and Students�Location: Online �Cost: Free�Organization: �HYPERLINK "http://www.LDAO.ca"�www.LDAO.ca� �Contact Email: �HYPERLINK "mailto:moderator@ldao.ca"�moderator@ldao.ca� �Website: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ldaolearning.ca"�www.ldaolearning.ca� 


Welcome to IEP 101, the Individual Education Plan (IEP) Online Workshop for Parents and Students. We have created this workshop to help you as a parent or student to understand your part in the IEP process, with the belief that the most effective IEP is where the parent, the student, and the school staff collaborate to write an individual plan to help the student succeed in school.


You can sign in as a guest for this free workshop by selecting �HYPERLINK "http://www.ldaolearning.ca"�http://www.ldaolearning.ca� 








Looking forward to the Fall!  





October is LD Awareness Month�


We are bringing back Dr. Sean Cameron! Dr. Cameron was such a hit last year and he has agreed to come out again. This year’s topic will be of value to parents of all ages of children!


The path of an LD student from Primary Grade to university. A bit of a preview:  Having a long-term goal is key - but more important is knowing the steps to get there. Many parents don't realize that it's not always 'more support' from the school that is necessary - but instead, more initiative and/or self advocacy from the student.





Success Story





This was an email that we received about a success story and thought we would share to help inspire others and provide hope.  


�Hi,�Could you please remove me from your mailing list? I have found your�newsletters interesting and useful to read over the years. I am happy to�report that my son, who has ADD and various learning disabilities, just�graduated from College! He took the Developmental Services Worker �program at Cambrian College and passed with Honours. I'm sure that is mainly �due to the large component of the program that is "hands on" field placement,�rather than the classroom work that he has always struggled with. In �any case, he is done, and already has a job in his field. Actually, he had �the job before he officially graduated and he loves what he is doing.�Thanks!























Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario





Membership Form








Name:_______________________ _Address:  _______________________________


City:  ________________________  Province:   _____________________________


Postal Code:  _____________Tel: (H) _______________ (W) __________________


Email:  __________________________________   





Annual Dues: Family/individual $50; Student $20; Professional $75





I am interested in making a donation:  ______________ 





and/or volunteering:____________________








Membership Advantages:


•	Awareness and advocacy efforts on behalf of those with learning disabilities or ADHD at the        


           local, provincial and national level, 


•	subscription to local and provincial newsletters, 


•	information on learning disabilities and ADHD


•	use of local resources and support services.�


Please mail this form and cheque to: Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario


365 Evans Avenue, Suite 202, Toronto, ON M8Z 1K2


Tel: (416) 929-4311Toll free in Ontario only: 1-877-238-5322


Fax: (416) 929-3905














Everybody is a genius. But, if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will spend its whole life believing that it is stupid. ~Albert Einstein.








Generously funded by
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